
The polder area near Nijmegen (map by Luc Oteman) 



 
Situation in the area west of Kekerdom around September 28, 1944.  
The red line shows the position of the 504th American Parachute Infantry Regiment.  
That position was also the front line. To the left of that line were the Allies, to the right of it the Germans. 
The small shift of the front line at Erlecom was the gain of ground that the Allies made on September 28. 
After this, the front line remained stable until February 8, 1945. 







Aerial view of the 'Driedijk' where the Erlecomsedam runs into the Duffeltdijk. A strategic point for  
the Germans to create an inundation area just in front of their own front line. The aerial photograph 
is from December 24, 1944. At that time, the Germans had already made a hole in the dyke with  
many bombs (note the bomb craters). This did not have an effect at the time because the water level 
in the river was too low. Furthermore, it is striking how the Germans had built foxholes everywhere  
in the Duffeltdijk high in the inner dyke embankment. At the bottom right of the image the hamlet 
Zandpol with its twelve two-family homes.  



 

Allied aerial photograph of the 'Driedijk' on February 6, 1945.  
Through the breach in the dyke, the river water flows into the Erlecom Polder. In the first week  
of February the river rose, so that the Ooijpolder and later the Duffelt were flooded. The designation 
'Strong Pt.' indicates where the German machine gun nests were located. At the arrow above the  
farm ‘Keulse Hof’ is written 'Ramp for Buffaloes'. Here is the dyke ramp along which the Buffalo 
amphibious vehicles would drive up the dyke two days later. 



 

Defence Overprint with the positions of the German army drawn in. The situation depicted is  
probably from January 20, 1945. Arrows are gun emplacements. TPS are 'troops' (army units),  
W.P.'s are 'weapenpits' (foxholes). The floodplain was flooded as evidenced by the wave lines.  
The Thorn mill (‘Thorensche Molen’) is located at the bottom left and the hamlet of Zandpol is at  
the top right. On the west side there was a kind of no man's land, where many victims from  
both sides fell during reconnaissance patrols. 

The North Shore Regiment kicked things off in Buffaloes that they had climbed in early in the 
morning, probably near the Kleverberg brickworks near Erlecom. In any case, it must have been 
an elevated area, because the rest of the Erlecom Polder was already well under water. All day 
long, rolling stock had to be brought to safety in a hurry as the water level rose rapidly. At 6:00 
p.m., Spitfires and Typhoons bombarded the German positions at Zandpol and Leuth with 
rockets and machine guns to crush the enemy. At 6:45 p.m., 'A' Company led by Major F.F. 
Moar started the ground attack and five minutes later they had already reached the road on 
the dyke near the farm ‘Keulse Hof’ with their Buffaloes. Their assignment was to clear the dyke 



to the left and right, from the farm of Jurrius, at the entrance of the road to Zandpol, to where 
Breestraat (now Bredestraat) ends at the Duffeltdijk. Ten minutes later, 'B' Company led  
by captain C.F. Richardson was already able to pass over the captured dyke in the direction of 
the hamlet of Zandpol, which they had to conquer. 

 

The attack route of February 8, 1945, of the Canadian Armed Forces from Erlecom below the dyke 
towards Driedijk. At the bottom of the image, you can see the buildings of the brick factory Erlecom.  
The location of the breach in the dyke is indicated with the notation ‘Dyke blown’. Near the farm  
‘Keulse Hof’ is the ramp where the attackers were to go up the dyke. The photo with the attack 
instructions is from February 2, when the high tide did not yet flow in through the hole in the dyke. 



 
 

Buffaloes approaching the dyke 

 



 
 

Details of the defence overprint of February 2, 1945, map reference Millingen 4102, with locations  
of farms with billeted Germans (TPS) and the command post (HQ) in farm Schouwenburg. Roadblocks 
(symbol K) were installed in the Weverstraat in Kekerdom and on the west side of Millingen. The data  
in blue comes from aerial observations, and the data in red from observations from the field, partly 
provided by line crossers and partly obtained through espionage. The bunkers at Vullingskempke indicate 
anti-aircraft guns with searchlights. The wave lines in the Millingsche Waard indicate high water. The 
green dotted plots are orchards. 





 

In this aerial photograph of March 15, 1945, the Botsestraat winds through the image from bottom  
to top, with the T-junction at the Weverstraat in Kekerdom and the river dyke at the top left. The farm 
Kapittelshof near the Eversberg exit has burned down. On February 9, 1945, the Canadians travelled  
with their equipment through the farmland, to avoid mines and tank barriers along the road (see vehicle 
tracks at the bottom right of the photo). The vehicle tracks continue to the Zeelandsestraat and bend 
there in the direction of Millingen. The presence of tracks indicates that there was not much water  
during the attack on February 9. Only in the early morning of February 10 did the water reach the  
village center of Kekerdom. 



 

Description of the battles of February 8, from the war diary of the North Shore Regiment.  


